
LSA Catch-Up and Intervention Report 2015-2016 and Strategy for 2016-2017 

LSA Year 7 Catch-Up Report for 2015-2016  

National Context: 

The DFE provides additional funding to schools for each Year 7 student who has not achieved a level 
4 in reading and/or mathematics at the end of Key Stage 2.   

At LSA, these students receive an amended curriculum and additional support so that they are able 
to develop these key skills and make an effort to "catch-up" to age- related expectations so that they 
have the best possible chance of success at secondary school and a clear progression route post-16. 

Funding received: 

Year 7 Catch-up funding from DFE:     £13 000 

Funding allocation in Year 7: 

Contribution to differentiated materials for reading:   £1000 

Contribution to differentiated materials for mathematics:                      £900 

Contribution to Accelerated Reading programme:                                £650 

Contribution to salary of primary level teacher:                                     £5 780 

Contribution to TA and HTA salaries working in English 

and Mathematics:                                                                                   £4 670 

Below is a list of the strategies and interventions we have used at LSA during 2015-16 to support 
catch-up in Year 7: 

General Approaches: 

 As well as a differentiated curriculum, each student also received one or more of the following: 

• 1:1 support and/or small group support with a specialist HLTA in English and/or mathematics 
lessons to further personalise the teaching and learning; encourage engagement; build self-
esteem and independence.  HLTAs liaise with main class teachers to ensure that the needs of 
identified students are accommodated in planning.    

• Teachers and support staff have received additional training on how best to support the 
development of key skills in English, Mathematics and all curriculum areas with a focus on 
Humanities subjects. 

Mathematics: 

• Small group tuition by specialist HLTAs in Mathematics, or Maths teachers, with a focus on 
building confidence in the key Numeracy skills needed to aid understanding of topics being 
covered in main stream lessons. 

• A range of differentiated materials and booklets to complete to support confidence in 
mental and written mathematics. 

• A range of primary resources to support understanding through visual and kinaesthetic 
learning. 



• Additional intervention after school with specialist HLTAs to work on weaknesses identified 
from Numeracy and Maths assessments. 

Reading: 

• Use of Accelerated Reader programme in English lessons and then additionally supported in 
additional intervention small group sessions. 

• Reading & Spelling Club on identified days, after school and at lunchtimes. 
• Use of IDL spelling and reading programme to determine bespoke interventions. 
• Small group sessions with primary specialist to close gaps in basic reading skills such as 

synthetic phonics. 
• 1:1 reading during Form Time. 
• A differentiated scheme for learning in English lessons developed by primary specialist. 

The impact of the above work is as follows: 

Reading: 

Number of Year 7 
students with below L4 
in Reading at the end 
of KS2. 

Progressing to the 
expected standard  

Progressing beyond the 
expected standard   

Not progressing to 
the expected 
standard 

11  6 (55%) 3 (27%) 2 (18%) 
 

By the end of Year 7, 9 out of 11 students in receipt of catch-up funding had achieved Foundation or 
Core Standard in English.  This represents significant progress towards “catching-up”.  2 students 
who entered the school having not registered a score on the Key Stage 2 Reading paper remain on 
the Supported Standard in English and they receive a curriculum which is overseen by the Learning 
Support team as they have a wider range of learning needs.  Internal tracking monitors the smaller 
steps in progress that these children make on a regular basis and staff adapt provision accordingly 

Focussing on improving reading skills allows pupils to “catch-up” and make best progress in all 
subjects across the curriculum and not just English:  

• 8/11 of these students progressed beyond their expected standard in between 1 and 7  of 
their other subjects.   

• 5/11 of these students progressed beyond their expected standard in 5 or more of their 
subjects.  This indicates that these students are catching up to with peers.      

Accelerated reading tests show that across the year, 10/11 of these students made progress in their 
reading age.  The range of reading improvement was between 4 and 32 months with only 2 being 
less than 12 months.  The average reading improvement for the group was 1 year, 7 months.  This 
represents a significant improvement in reading ability for students who have found this skill a real 
challenge.   

 

 

 

 



Mathematics: 

Number of Year 7 
students with below 
L4 in Mathematics at 
the end of KS2. 

Progressing to the 
expected standard  

Progressing beyond 
the expected standard  

Not progressing to the 
expected standard 

17 
 

9 (53%) 6 (35%) 2(12%)  

 

By the end of Year 7, 15 out of 17 students in receipt of catch-up funding had achieved Foundation 
or Core standard in Mathematics. This represents significant progress towards "catching-up".   

One student who did not register a score in the KS2 Mathematics paper remains on our Supported 
Curriculum and receives more intensive support from the Learning Support Team. The other student 
who did not progress to the expected standard is receiving intensive support in Alternative 
Provision. 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Whole School Intervention Strategy Report for 2015-16. 

 

Continuing Intervention at LSA: 

At LSA, intervention and catch-up provision continues throughout years 8 to 11.  This is funded 
through the wider school budget.  

Identified students continue to have key skills supported so that they are able to access a curriculum 
which provides best possible outcomes and a clear progression route.   

There is also a modified curriculum in place so that students spend more time securing literacy and 
numeracy skills and in this way support learning in all areas across the curriculum. 

The impact of the above work is as follows: 

Year 8: 

22 students entered LSA having attained below L4 in reading at KS2.  16/22 have now progressed to 
at least the expected standard.  6/22 remain on a supported programme.  3 of these 6 did not attain 
a score for reading at the end of KS2 and have wider learning needs.  They are therefore, receiving 
support from the Learning Support Team.   

3/6 attained a L3 for reading at the end of KS2.  All 3 have very low verbal Cognitive Ability Test 
scores (cat score).  Verbal cat scores are an indicator of a student's literacy levels. All 3 students 
continue to have support to develop these key skills through main class teaching and additional 
support. 

30 students entered LSA having attained below L4 in mathematics at the end of KS2.  26/30 have 
progressed to at least the expected standard.  4 remain on a supported programme.  3 of these 4 
students are those that are mentioned in reading above and who have wider learning needs.  1 
continues to receive additional support. 

 



Year 9: 

21 students entered LSA having attained below L4 in reading at KS2.  17/2 have progressed to at 
least the expected standard.  4/21 remain on a supported programme and will have a modified 
curriculum KS4.  

28 students entered LSA having attained below L4 in mathematics at the end of KS2. 1 pupil has left 
leaving 27 on roll.    22/27 have now progressed to at least the expected standard.  5/27 remain on a 
supported programme and will have a modified curriculum KS4.   

Year 10: 

24 students entered LSA having attained below L4 in reading at KS2.  11/24 have progressed onto a 
full academic programme.  9/24 have taken 1 less option choice so that they can continue to have 
their English and/or Mathematics supported but they are entered for GCSEs.  4 are on the Step Up 
Programme which gives them access to both GCSEs; Functional Skills and a Princes' Trust 
Programme. 

22 students entered LSA having attained below L4 in mathematics at KS2.  8/22 have progressed 
onto a full academic programme.  10/22  have taken 1 less option block so that they can continue to 
have their English and Mathematics supported but they are entered for GCSEs.  4 are on the Step Up 
Programme as above.  Programme. 

Year 11:  

33 students entered LSA having attained below L4 in reading at KS2. 19/33 were able to follow a full 
academic programme.  7/33 had one less option choice so that English and/or Mathematic skills 
could be supported.  4/33 followed the Step Up programme and 3 accessed Alternative Provision. 

38 students entered LSA having attained below L4 in mathematics at KS2.  25/38 were able to follow 
a full academic programme.  9/38 had one less option choice so that English and/or Mathematic 
skills could be supported.  4/38 followed the Step Up programme. 

Of the 4 students on the Step Up programme none were entered for GCSE English but achieved 
Functional Skills English; 2 at level 1 and 2 at level 3. These students did not achieve a score on the 
reading paper at KS2.  

2 were entered for GCSE Mathematics; 1 achieved a grade C and the other a grade F.     

These students attained a range of other qualifications at entry level, plus GCSEs in a range of 
subjects including Science, with grades G-C.   

All students on the Step Up programme engaged in a range of CEIAG activities including escorted 
visits to colleges.  The destinations of all 4 have been confirmed by YPS; they have progressed onto 
level 1 or level 2 courses at an "outstanding" and "good" FE college in the area.  

Of the 3 students following Alternative Provision with an external provider 2 achieve Functional Skills 
English at Entry level 1 and 3 but none of them attained a qualification in Mathematics.  2 have gone 
on to study level 1 or level 2 courses at the local FE provided and 1 continues to suffer from illnesses 
that affected his progress at school.  

 

 



Conclusion: 

The school is allocating resources far beyond the funding received and continuing a coherent 
programme of support throughout the 5 years of education in school. The actual costs of our 
provision, even if limited to the year 7 students who attract the funding, are far higher than the 
catch-up allocation. We believe our additional expenditure is justified as our work is having a 
significant impact on the life chances of students. 

 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Year 7 Catch-up & Intervention Strategy - Planning for 2016-17  

(More detail is captured in the Whole School Improvement Plan). 

National Context: 

Schools receive Catch-Up funding in March 2017 for the cohort entering school in September 2016. 
The sum of money allocated to  each school will reduce from the £500/qualifying student provided 
last year. At the point of writing, the school has no indication of the funding available. However, 
support to ensure students entering below the expected standard is provided from the start of Year 
7 in September. We are implementing the strategies that have proved successful in the previous 
year with the adaptations listed below. 

The actual cost attributed to the Year 7 Catch-Up Strategy at LSA is in the region of £93,000 for 
staffing with additional costs for training and resources.  Year 7 Catch-Up funding received from 
the DFE will be used to offset these costs. 

Adaptations & Next steps for  2016-17: 

Reading: 

- Whilst Accelerated Reader provides software and resources at the right level, where a pupil 
needs more intensive and even synthetic phonic support, we need to acquire a more 
accurate method of testing progress and diagnosing barriers to improvement.  This year we 
have used IDL but it has not had the impact we would have liked as it needs to be delivered 
more frequently.  We continue to building closer relationships with primary colleagues to 
help us with this. 

- The English Curriculum is to be further refined and a “Skills Tracker” introduced so that key 
reading (and writing skills) can be closely monitored and in-class teaching and intervention 
strategies further refined and developed to support improvement in reading. 

- Training for all staff to continue with a focus on key words; spelling; reading aloud in class; 
checking comprehension. 

Numeracy: 
- Redesigning of the Numeracy SOL and assessment structure to allow for easy tracking of 

progress within skill areas. 
- Redesigning of the Wave 3 SOL (based on the year 2 National Curriculum) and assessment 

structure to allow for easy tracking of progress within skill areas. Wave 3 sessions are taught 
to the weakest students where the staff to student ratio is lower. 

- Purchase of specialist resources designed for use with pupils who are below national 
expected standard. 



- Training for all staff to continue, with a focus on Geography and Science, who have an 
increased content of Mathematics in their new syllabus. 

Curricula & Assessment: 

- To further strengthen school systems and structures to ensure that identified students 
continue to catch-up and/or make best progress across Year 7 and throughout their time at 
LSA. 

- To ensure that finite resources are used effectively and have maximum impact on outcomes 
for students and that this is monitored and reviewed regularly. 

- To further develop and improve extra-curricular provision/support so that barriers to 
learning are identified and a co-ordinated and cohesive approach implemented to secure 
engagement and best progress. 

- To have a more robust method or quality assuring external providers of Alternative Provision 
so that students accessing this do as well as their peers back at school. 

- To develop an assessment framework which better measures progress of students who 
enter the school having not met expected standards at the end of key stage 2.  

- To continue to refine the curriculum (including extra-curricular) provision and CEIAG to 
ensure that the best possible outcomes are achieved for all learners particularly at KS4. 

 

 


